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ASSOCIATED STUDENTS

Board talks McWright Fund
By Vanessa Tran
STAFF WRITER

During an Associated Students
meeting on Wednesday, the A.S.
Board of Directors voted to fund
Camdan McWright’s family, passed
a legislation that shines light on
hate crimes against people of color
and wrote a resolution to honor
San Jose State President Steve Perez.
A.S. President Nina Chuang
said their organization has the
flexibility to provide resources and
support of up to $1,000 to families
with a deceased student from
San Jose State.
“We had experienced a
student who passed away from
our community and we’re taking
our time today to honor them
and consider utilizing our family
emergency fund to support the
McWright family,” Chuang said.
McWright was a freshman
football player who was killed in a
traffic accident on Oct. 21.
Chuang said this opportunity
makes A.S. remember the privilege
and opportunity they have to serve
students.
President Steve Perez said A.S.
VANESSA TRAN | SPARTAN DAILY
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Alonzo Carter thanks A.S. Board of Directors for utilizing the family emergency fund for Camdan McWright’s family on Wednesday.

Anti-war author touches on Ukraine
By Nick Zamora
STAFF WRITER

NICK ZAMORA | SPARTAN DAILY

Medea Benjamin, co-founder of CODEPINK,
spoke Wednesday night at a speaker event in
the Student Union Ballroom hosted by San Jose
State’s Human Rights Institute about her new book
“War in Ukraine.”
CODEPINK is a women-led grassroots
organization working to end U.S. wars and
militarism, support peace and human rights
initiatives and redirect our tax dollars into
healthcare, education, green jobs and other
life-affirming programs, according to its website..
Yesenia Sanchez Rodriguez, sociology and justice
studies double major senior, introduced Benjamin
and was interested in learning more about the
conflict in Ukraine.
“I know I don’t know much about the Ukraine
war. So it would be nice to be more involved with
the news and find out what’s going on,” Rodriguez
said before the event.
The speaker event was moderated by
William Armaline, director of the Human Rights
Institute and was co-sponsored by the San Jose
Friday Peace Vigil and the San Jose Peace and
Justice Center.
San Jose native Maha Khan, CODEPINK’s website
and media coordinator, who has coordinated
Benjamin’s book tour, said although she’s seen the
talk a few times online she was excited to finally see
it in person.
“I think it’s so elucidating and enlightening to
hear Medea talk about the war and the crisis from
an objective perspective that kind of cuts through
a lot of the pro war propaganda and things that we
hear in the mainstream media,” Khan said.
Before the moderated discussion began,
Benjamin played a 20 minute video that gave
a cursory summary of her book. She said her

Medea Benjamin and William Armaline, director of the Human Rights Institute, inform audience about the war in
Ukraine and the misconceptions about it from Western media in the Student Union Ballroom Wednesday night.
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What do you think about the U.S. rail strike?
The U.S. House of Representatives passed
legislation on Wednesday in order to avert
a nationwide railway strike and impose a
labor agreement between railway companies
and their workers.
The bill will now move to the Senate
where it will face a “rocky path” to the
president’s desk according to a Wednesday
New York Times article.
If passed by the Senate the bill would
impose a previous brokered labor
agreement by the Biden administration
that was already voted down by “four
of the 12 unions representing roughly

115,000 employees at large freight railroads.”
A nationwide labor strike could cause
a “devastating $2 billion a day hit to the
economy,” according to a Wednesday
AP News article.
Union railway workers are striking for
better pay and because they currently do not
receive paid sick days. Workers have accused
railway companies of penalizing workers for
taking time off because of medical reasons,
according to a Tuesday ABC news article.
Some students expressed their opinions
on the possible labor strike.

“I think it’s good for the
railway workers, because
I think they should always
be trying to ﬁght for better
rights for themselves and for
their co-workers.”

“I couldn’t imagine not having
that one day oﬀ and having
to quit my job and not being
able to pay for basic needs,
like tuition or groceries and
stuﬀ like that.”

Tim Nguyen
social work freshman

Molly Wilkinson
communicative disorders and
sciences sophomore
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“Overwhelmingly, I would
say that I support the strike,
because I feel like if I have to
wait a few more weeks to
get my orders in or whatever,
then so be it, it’s people’s
lives.”
Tara Al-Rehani
political science freshman
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“It’s expensive if they do
want to do that, and then it
will make it more expensive
for everyone else.”

Tia Leidelmeijer
Hospitality event, event
management, and tourism major
REPORTING BY NICK ZAMORA

MEETING
Continued from page 1
supporting others’ families when they are
in need of compassion says a lot about the
governing body.
“We’re a family of 40,000 people. We
tragically lose some every year. This was
a young man I didn’t get to meet, but I’ve
met a lot of people that did and he was a
tremendous young man,” Perez said.
Running backs coach Alonzo Carter said
McWright was a respectable man who he got
to recruit and coach.
“He worked with a lot of our freshmen
students, he had a lot of respect. Just as a
young man, he was an angel,” Carter said.
“You know, he was a gift and we had a chance
to work together and he made me better.”
Carter said McWright was a 4.3 GPA
student and peer mentor who tutored kids
and some of SJSU’s student athletes. He said
he’s sure the McWright family will appreciate
the gesture and he thanked A.S. on behalf of
the football team, coach Brent Brennan and
the entire staff.

UKRAINE
Continued from page 1
book gives a more intricate and
nuanced perspective for the war
in Ukraine.
The video and book argue,
contrary to popular media
coverage, the war in Ukraine
wasn’t entirely “unprovoked”
and that NATO shoulders some
responsibility in the escalation
before the invasion on Feb. 14
citing a Feb. 28 Guardian Op-ed
article in her video.
Armaline said that providing
this perspective for students
is really important, especially
because it’s lacking in U.S. media
outlets.
“The biggest thing for me is
just to expose our students in
our community to these other
perspectives, because this is
something that is of consequence
to the whole world,” he said.
Benjamin also spoke about
how hard it is to show this
perspective in an often pro-war

Chuang also proposed a legislation
to speak on hate crimes and the violence
that’s experienced by people of color and
underrepresented communities. There were
three hate incidents that occurred within the
first months of the fall semester on campus.

that experience hate in their vicinity.
“The purpose of us passing this resolution
is to really make a statement about the
violence that has been happening throughout
underrepresented communities and also on
our campus,” Chuang said. “I think it’s really

Chuang proposed writing a resolution to
former president Steve Perez to honor the
positive influence he had on the university.
A.S. Director of legislative affairs,
Dominic Treseler said he appreciates
everything Perez has done for SJSU and in
collaboration with A.S.
“I really think it sets a benchmark for what
we’re going to expect from our university
president going forward and what I hope
to impress upon a future board about what
they should expect, so thank you so much,”
Treseler said.
Chuang said she wants the newly appointed
president Cynthia Teniente-Matson to
be student-centered in her advocacy and
Nina Chuang intentional about fostering a relationship with
Associated Students president student leaders.
“I’m really excited for our creation of
our relationship with the new president,”
Chuang said. I’m really looking forward to the
Chuang said she wants the resolution to important for us, even though we constantly ways that we’ll work together and advocate
help students learn more about the history of represent students, of course, but for us to for students.”
people of color.
really make a statement about this.”
She said faculty and students reached out to
One of the final items on the agenda for
her to initiate educating our campus on Asian A.S. was honoring Perez as his term will end
Follow the Spartan Daily
American and Pacific Islander communities on Dec. 31.
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

The purpose of us passing this resolution is to really make
a statement about the violence that has been happening
throughout underrepresented communities and also on
our campus.

media climate and what she and
her organization has to do to
combat this.
“We don’t get CNN covering
us or MSNBC, or Fox News
or the Washington Post or the

recounted for the crowd the
experience that started her
career as an anti-war activist.
She told the story of when she
was in high school and a friend
of her boyfriend was drafted to

mail, that she was all excited
to open, and it was an ear of
the enemy Vietcong with a
piece of leather around it to put
around her neck as a souvenir,”
Benjamin said. “I went to the

He sent her a package in the mail, that she was all excited to open,
and it was an ear of the enemy Vietcong with a piece of leather around
it to put around her neck as a souvenir. I went to the bathroom and
vomited, and thought ‘something is terribly wrong.’
Medea Benjamin

co-founder of CODEPINK

New York Times. They won’t run
our op-eds that we’re constantly
sending to them,” Benjamin
said. “So we found that one of
the most effective ways is to go
where the press already is and
that tends to be places like where
the President of the United
States is.”
During the event Benjamin

fight in the Vietnam War.
Benjamin said over the course
of six months her friend’s
boyfriend’s letters from the front
became increasingly alarming
and dark before a package finally
arrived containing a human ear
on a leather cord meant to be
worn as a necklace.
“He sent her a package in the

bathroom and vomited, and
thought ‘something is terribly
wrong.’ ”
After this experience she
started an anti-war group in
high school and hasn’t stopped
advocating for peace since.
She believes those who are
unaware or apathetic about
international conflict should try

to contextualize this into their
lives and that the war isn’t that
far away.
“I would say that these issues
actually affect the standard of
living of American people,”
Benjamin said. “It affects your
ability to get a college education
at an affordable price. You look
at European countries that
spend less of their money on
militarism than we do and they
have a good national health care
system.”
Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

Editor’s Note:
The Spartan Daily will
resume publication on
Jan. 25, 2023.
For breaking news, visit
sjsunews.com

ADVERTISEMENT

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily

THURSDAY, DEC. 1, 2022

3

4

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily

NEWS

THURSDAY, DEC. 1, 2022

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY BRYANNA BARTLETT

Teacher affiliates explain shortage
By Shruthi Lakshmanan
STAFF WRITER

American public schools are facing
nationwide staffing shortages leading to
teacher burnout and an increase in early
retirement.
As of Aug. 10, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics reported there are at least
280,000 fewer teachers in the public
school system than before the coronavirus
pandemic.
National Education Association
President Becky Pringle stated in a
Feb. 1 National Education Association
news release that the shortage is an
unprecedented staffing crisis.
“It is forcing [educators] to give up
their class planning and
lunch time to fill in
for
colleagues,”
Pringle said.

The National Education Association
is the largest labor union in the U.S.,
representing school faculty, public school
teachers and university professors,
according to its webpage.
Sara Berg, a former San Jose High
School math teacher, said she experienced
burnout from taking on more than her
capacity.
“As a math teacher, you’re kind of
overworked in the fact that I was given
so many different subjects and only
one prep period,” Berg said. “And then
[during] your prep period, they’ll ask you
to support a different teacher, so it was
really tiring.”
Berg said she transitioned from her
teaching career to the insurance business
in 2019.
“I get paid in a month what
I get paid a whole year in
teaching,” she said.
Katya Aguilar, San
Jose State professor
of
te acher
education,
said many of
her
student
interns
are
being asked to
give up their
preparation
time.
“I have seen
[burnout]
more
now,”
Aguilar
said.
“Some of our
interns have even
been asked to [give up
their prep] and I’ve had to
talk with the districts and say,
‘They should, say [the
interns] shouldn’t be
asked to do that.’ ”
Research company
Strategies
GBAO
conducted a survey
between January
14-24, which
indicated that
nearly 80%
of faculty

members were tackling tasks outside of
their obligations because of unfilled job
openings.
Among those asked, 90% of members
listed burnout as a serious concern with
more than half recognizing it as “very
serious,” according to the survey.
According to a January poll
of 3,621 educators, who are also
members of the National Education
Association, more than half elicited the
COVID-19 pandemic as a reason to leave
their positions earlier than anticipated.
An anonymous source, who wished to
go by John because of privacy concerns,
emphasized that sentiment.
There were a lot of teachers
“There
throughout the district that [left],” John
said. “Once they found out [they] were
teaching online, they were like, ‘You
know maybe you can teach an old dog
new tricks, but I’m not here to find out,’
so they left.”
The pandemic proved to be a general
stressor leading to “student absences and
unfilled job openings,” which increased
the pressure for currently employed
educators, according to the poll.
Louise Bernbaum, SJSU supervisor
to Phase Two student teachers in the
English department, said the high job
demand for teachers has been beneficial
for her students.
“[It’s] kind of worked in the opposite
direction for them,” Bernbaum said.
“The school districts that are facing the
shortage are asking the student teachers to
be interns rather than student teachers.”
She said that is favorable for students
financially, but they’re in a position
without experience and they are excluded
from being mentees to experienced
teachers.
Though a majority of educators
reported they have returned to in-person
learning, nearly half estimated that about
10% of teachers were absent because of
COVID-19 exposure, according to the
GBAO Strategies poll.
The National Education Association
survey also polled
possible
solutions to

of the community in which they live.
“A teacher’s salary . . . should be a
gauge of the health of the middle class
in a community,” Bruce said. “If you see
that a teacher is making a gross salary of
$55,000 per year and their cost of rent is
$3,000 per month, groceries are $900 per
month and they have monthly student
loan payments, then their income needs
to be adjusted.”
Bruce said he and his wife made
the decision to move away from San
Jose because raising a family was not
economically feasible.
“Teachers that I know don’t expect
to be rich or live extravagantly,” Bruce
said “They do, however, expect to meet
said.
the
their
monthly obligations and save
tow
toward
modest goals. Owning a home
and traveling once in a while should not
be out of reach for a teacher.”
J
John
also highlighted that point.
“
“I’m
living in a situation where I’m able
to save a significant amount of money
[be
[because]
I live at home. I can’t afford
to buy a condo and this is going to be
my fourth year, full time,” John said.
“So it’s one of those situations where the
hou
housing
for teachers is largely becoming
una
unattainable
in the Bay Area.”
K
Katya
Aguilar, supervisor of Phase
On student teachers and coordinator
One
of the single subject intern program,
said the monetary and resource demand
sup
supersedes
an everyday teacher’s capacity.
“
“They
have very large class sizes and
the within those classes, [they have]
then
mu
multiple
groups or individual students
wh need extra support,” Aguilar said.
who
“Th
“They’re
often expected to differentiate
and support students, but with all of the
oth demands, [they] just don’t have the
other
cap
capacity.”
E
Educators
featured in the National
Edu
Education
Association survey also noted
tha other ways to address burnout would
that
inc
include
increasing student mental health
sup
support,
hiring more teachers and more
sup
support
staff and doing less paperwork.

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily
INFOGRAPHIC BY BRYANNA BARTLETT
SOURCE: NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

Correction
teacher burnout
with 96% of educators,
agreeing that raising
salaries would address that
concern.
John Bruce, teacher at
Rancho San Juan High School
in Salinas, California, said a
teacher’s salary should be indicative

On Wednesday, Nov. 30, the
Spartan Daily published a story
titled, “SJSU hires community
needs coordinator,” in which we
misidentified Chloe Richter.
The Spartan Daily regrets this
error.

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily
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ANALYSIS

Balenciaga under severe criticism

ILLUSTRATION BY SAM DIETZ

dumpster fire.
November’s campaign was shot by
Gabriele Galimberti, an Italian photographer
whose previous work included children and
their toys. His first time shooting a fashion
campaign might as well be his last.
The photographs of the campaign had
children standing in Balenciaga outfits
in settings that looked like they were run
through by a group of satanists.
The photos included props of Balenciaga’s
popular caution tape but had spelled “BAAL,”
an ancient Middle Eastern deity that practiced
child sacrifice according to Britannica.
Behind the tape hung a drawing of the devil
on the wall and lastly the distressed teddy
bear in leather and a fishnet top on the
bottom left hand corner.
One photograph included a toddler
standing on a bed holding the BDSM bear
with large eyes, which is not even the worst
part for the brand.
French actress Isabelle Huppert was

STAFF WRITER

We thought Prada was the devil’s favorite
brand, but Balenciaga might have a special
place saved for them in hell.
The luxurious Spanish brand had a fast
rise to the top but came tumbling down
quicker than Alexander Wang’s career after
the sexual assault allegations against him in
2019 according to an nbcnews article.
Balenciaga’s new campaign called
“Balenciaga Gift Shop,” on Nov. 16 featured
children holding teddy bears dressed in
bondage, dominance, submission and
sadomasochism (BDSM) toys that lead to the
current downfall of the brand.
Demna Gvasalia, creative director of
Balenciaga, took over the brand in 2015 after
Wang, and has pushed the boundaries of
reality using fashion, high profile models and
celebrities. This recent “push” however, has
sent Gvasalia and Balenciaga off a cliff into a

“
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ACROSS
1. Panderer
5. Goat antelope
10. F F F
14. Dwarf buffalo
15. Not dead
16. Blemish
17. Treated condescendingly
(Br. sp.)
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20. East northeast
21. Metric unit of capacity
22. Pulverization
23. Break
25. Siberian antelope
27. Climbing vine
28. Hidden
31. Acquiesce
34. An alloy of iron
35. Anger
36. Blue dye
37. Suns
38. Thwart
39. Sash
40. Pub game
41. Washer cycle
42. Intimate apparel
44. Poetic contraction
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1
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45. Featureless
46. Fundamental
50. Spring month
52. Proceeding
54. Goat hair fabric
55. Nourishment
56. Feelings of gloom or
inadequacy
58. Balm ingredient
59. Belch
60. Largest continent
61. Referees
62. S S S
63. Sandwich shop
DOWN
1. An essay
2. Fatuous
3. Particles
4. Norm
5. Mental health
6. Gentry
7. Ascend
8. Supervisors
9. Anagram of “Dew”
10. Come forth
11. Leaves
12. Custard dessert

a statement regarding the incident.
“We strongly condemn child abuse: it was
never our intent to include it in our narrative.”
Balenciaga stated.
Celebrities like Kim Kardashian, Julia Fox
and Kanye West have all spoken out against the
fashion house and have been contemplating
their relationship with Balenciaga.
Kardashian, being a mother of four and
having a close relationship with Gvasalia
and Balenciaga, shared how she felt seeing
the campaign.
“…disgusted and outraged by the recent
Balenciaga campaigns…As for my future
with Balenciaga, I am currently re-evaluating
my relationship with the brand,” Kardashian
stated in a Twitter post.
Until then and further notice Balenciaga
is canceled.

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
1

photographed for Balenciaga’s 2023 GardeRobe advertising campaign which contained
a stack of books that included a novel from
Belgian painter Michaël Borremans, whose
work frequently features children.
Borremans’s most popular yet controversial
work was shown at the David Zwirner gallery
in Hong Kong.
The collection was named “Fire from the
Sun” where he painted castrated children
covered in blood.
In the same photoshoot with Huppert,
Supreme Court documents were also
included. The documents were from a 2008
case, United States vs. Williams, where a
father admitted to an undercover secret
service agent that he had sexually explicit
images of his underage daughter.
Those documents were used as props
in the campaign according to an article
by Newsweek.
Since then, Balenciaga has erased all
content on their Instagram and has released

54
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18. Martini garnish
22. Young female
24. Multicolored
26. Cards with one symbol
28. Condition
29. Greek goddess of discord
30. Expunge
31. Absent Without Leave
32. Mongolian desert
33. Waterproof
34. Newspaper freelancers
37. Indian dress
38. Closed hand
40. Bargain
41. Finger jewelry
43. Moves effortlessly
44. Principles
46. Sorceress
47. Lift
48. Agitated
49. Hawaiian veranda
50. At a distance
51. Barbershop emblem
53. Creative work
56. D
57. Unhappy
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Christmas in Park brings jolly feels

VANESSA TRAN | SPARTAN DAILY

CAROLYN BROWN | SPARTAN DAILY

Top: Christmas trees light the walkway to Christmas in the Park, about one mile from the SJSU campus in downtown San Jose, on Nov. 29. Middle: Christmas in the
Park features live music. Bottom left: Christmas in the Park showcase sets featuring animatronics, stuﬀed animals and Christmas decorations. Bottom right: A
close-up of Santa’s toy company in a Christmas village.
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Editors’ Spotify wrapped

Every semester, the Spartan Daily newsroom is filled with the varied music taste of both our editors and staff writers. We celebrate this
music through our weekly Spartunes playlists but at the end of this year, we wanted to do something different to commemorate the diversity
of the music in the newsroom. Here is the Spartan Daily’s Fall 2022 music taste according to this year’s Spotify Wrapped.
- Spartan Daily Editorial Board

Top Artists

Top Songs

Beyoncé

“Thru the Tint” by Young Scoop

The Garden

“Cocky Af” by Megan Thee Stallion

Doja Cat

“CHURCH GIRL” by Beyoncé

Drake

“Call This # Now” by The Garden

Catfish and the Bottlemen

“I HATE SUNDAY” by THE BLSSM

7
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Spartans make switch to Under Armour
By Adrian Pereda
STAFF WRITER

As a five-year athletic apparel
deal with Adidas ends, San Jose
State Athletics lands a new apparel
partnership with Under Armour, which
is expected to begin on July 1, 2023.
Student-athletes, faculty and staff
will transition to the Maryland-based
apparel company, the next exclusive
provider of athletics gear for the
upcoming five years.
SJSU Director of Athletics Jeff
Konya confirmed the new deal with
Under Armour.
“Under Armour will be the official
apparel provider for Spartan Athletics,
so when they are in competition or
doing any kind of PR or marketing
around their programs, they will be in
Under Armour,” Konya said.
He said while Under Armour plans
to become a part of the Spartans
community, the student-athletes will
become the biggest beneficiaries.
Scott MacDonald, deputy athletics
director for public relations and
content strategy, said club sports will
also have Under Armour apparel.
“The club sports here at San Jose
State University are going to have an
opportunity to wear the same gear
that our varsity student-athletes are
wearing with Under Armour as well as
discounts offered to them throughout
the program,” MacDonald said.
Women’s soccer senior defender
Isabella Shallou-Enes said she looks
forward to the change of brand.
“The switch to Under Armour is
honestly pretty exciting,” Shallou-Enes
said. “Adidas was great, but I’m excited
to see all the new gear we will get.”

Shallou-Enes said given she has
gotten first-hand experience using
Adidas athletic gear, she focuses more
on the quality rather than the brand
name.
“Honestly, [I’m] just appreciative of
what is given to us,” Shallou-Enes said.
“The quality and how well the cleats
and gear hold up are the only things
that matter.”

Under Armour will be the
official apparel provider for
Spartan Athletics.
Jeﬀ Konya

SJSU director of athletics

Branden Alvarez, football redshirt
freshman wide receiver, said the switch
is beneficial for the program.
“It is a great opportunity for our
program . . . anything we get I am
grateful for and just love playing
football and think the whole team feels
the same way,” Alvarez said.
As Adidas are being taken off the
shelves at SJSU at the beginning of the
summer, the Spartans are expected
to be wearing their new gear by fall
season.

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily
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OPINION

FIFA’s hypocrisy shines during World Cup
By Bojana Cvijic
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

As a 16-year-old in high school obsessed
with football, or rather soccer, one of my
biggest enemies was the then-president of
FIFA, Sepp Blatter.
Not many people would assume that a
16-year-old kid’s worst enemy would be
the president of the international football
association, but that’s because many don’t
realize how awful FIFA officials are.
On Dec. 2, 2010, the trajectory of the
organization changed forever with the
electing body choosing Russia and Qatar for
the 2018 and 2022 World Cups respectively,
according to a Nov. 23 video by Vox News.
The latter would send the world of football
into a firestorm as Qatar was always seen as
a highly unlikely place for the tournament to
be hosted.
In its own objective review for the decision
in choosing Qatar as the host country,
FIFA found that it was not only unsuitable,
but dangerous for the country to host,
according to a “Last Week Tonight with
John Oliver” Segment on the
2022 World Cup.
The competition
petition is
normally held
eld in the summer,
and the firstt concern to many
was how high
gh the temperatures
get in the capital
apital of Doha, with
temperatures
es rising up to
113 degrees fahrenheit,
according to
o the
las.
Weather Atlas.
oint, I
At one point,
remember Qatar and
als saying
FIFA officials
they would build
ned
air-conditioned
stadiums so
players
could
comfortablyy
play withoutt
bout the heat,
worrying about
but that wass also deemed logically impossible.
ere, FIFA decided to host the
From there,
World Cup in November, marking the first
urnament would be hosted in
time the tournament
the winter, disrupting regular club football
seasons for most countries participating.
The otherr factor that made the decision
explicable was
logically inexplicable
astructure, which lacked the
Qatar’s infrastructure,
nd hotels needed to fit the
stadiums and
thousands of fans that usually travel to a
country for the World Cup, according to the
“Last Week Tonight” segment.
So why Qatar? The answer’s bribery.

FIFA officials who are a part of the
electoral board, which chooses host countries,
are notoriously known for taking kickbacks in
favor of certain nations, according to the
Vox News video.
In its history, 24 officials, made up of
leaders of each confederation and other
officials, plus FIFA’s president formed the
executive committee, or ExCo, that would
lead and control FIFA and its finances.
FIFA’s congress would normally choose
the nation that would host the world’s largest
football tournament.
The executive committee has the power to
distribute FIFA’s profits to fund building of
new stadiums, youth programs and holding
tournaments.
There is absolutely no accountability in this
process and it is very easy for FIFA officials
to get kickbacks from countries, developing
corrupt practices to retain power.
In 1964, FIFA decided to take away the
vote from congress, handing it over to ExCo.
That process made FIFA all the more
corrupt, because now, countries only needed
to win the 13 votes from 24 officials that were
easily swayed, rather than a
whole congress of votes.

FIFA
officials love to say that
football isn’t political, that it is
a sport that brings the world
together and we should
leave our differences
aside when it comes to
the “beautiful game,”
but that is far from
the truth.
Where
capitalism
lies, so does
politics.
Power and
money rule the world of
football and it’s how a country
including Qatar was able to be
picked as a host for this year’s
World Cup.
Three FIFA officials were
found to have taken $1
million in
exchange for their votes to
Qatar, according to a Dec. 5,
2019 New York Times article.
Bribing officials is
the

hidden aspect of how a host nation is chosen.
Many countries also create a public bid,
making promises of building new stadiums,
lucrative TV-rights offers, building hotels and
a public relations campaign of proportions no
one would be able to fathom.
So when it comes to Qatar being chosen,
it’s no surprise that the nation was able to pull
off buying their rights to host the World Cup.
But where the hypocrisy lies in the stories
criticizing Qatar for bribing FIFA officials, is
that it is not the only country to do so.
Journalists revealed Germany bribed ExCo
for the rights to host the 2006 World Cup.
It had become the first publicly reported
incident of a bribe like this, according to a
Oct. 16, 2015 Time Magazine article.
Western nations also participate
clandestinely in actions that will get them
what they want when it comes to FIFA.
FIFA only cares about money and retaining
its power and status in football. It has never
cared for the game itself.
Nations including Qatar, which used
thousands of migrant workers to build
infrastructure for the World Cup, were found
to have multiple human rights violations
against workers in the country.
Qatar saw a 13.2% rise in its population as
workers flocked to the nation to find work,
passports were taken away, and little
to no pay was given
to people
GRAP
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building stadiums,
hotels and even new airports.
In a Feb. 23, 2021
investigative piece by The
Guardian, more than
6,500 workers from
countries including
India, Nepal, Pakistan
and Bangladesh died
since Qatar was
chosen to host the
World Cup.
From there,
thousands of
workers
were
evicted
from their
apartment blocks
in Doha prior to the start of the tournament,
according to an Oct. 29 Reuters article.
With the many denials from Qatari
officials about the deaths of how many
workers have died in the
nation, officials
finally
“acknowledged”

400 -500 workers died in preparation for the
World Cup.
While news outlets have touched on how
Qatar banned alcohol in stadiums because
the country follows Sharia law in Islam, to
me, that is fully insignificant in the grander
scheme of things.
Other controversies include the lack
of LGBTQ+ rights in the country, with
homosexuality being illegal and people found
to be part of the community is punishable
with a fine and up to seven years in prison,
according to a Nov. 18 NPR article.
European team captains were not allowed
to wear armbands promoting diversity
because of fears of being retaliated against by
tournament officials, according to a Nov. 21
NPR article.
Qatar is not the only corrupt nation that
has fought for a bid in the World Cup and
they won’t be the last. It has only brought
to light the full scale of corruption in which
FIFA participates.
The bid sparked multiple investigations
into FIFA and even had my former worst
enemy, Sepp Blatter, banned from holding
any office in FIFA u
until 2026, according to a
March 24, 2021 BBC News article.
Blatter is 86 years old, which means that
effectively ends any power he had in the
organization.
The new presiden
president, Gianni Infantino, said
conferenc that European nations
in a news conference
apologizi for the thousands of
should be apologizing
years of imperialism and mistakes Europe has
made, according to a Nov. 20 CNN article.
em
He also said, embarrassingly,
“Today,
I feel Qatari. Tod
Today, I feel Arab. Today, I
feel African. Tod
Today, I feel gay. Today, I feel
[like] a migrant worker.”
Many things can be true at once and
I find it incredibl
incredibly ironic that a white
European man w
who leads one of the most
corrupt organizations
organizati in the world has now
found himself to be the moral arbitrator
of human rights discussions regarding
certain nations
nations.
Everything about Qatar hosting the
world cup iis hypocritical, but that
com
comes from the fact FIFA and
the West is hypocritical.
The World Cup has become
T
a tool of
o corruption and power
that runs sole
solely around the amount of
money a nation has to gain through the glory
of a bid.

FFollow Bojana on Twitter
@bojanaacv

sjsunews.com/spartan_daily
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PHOTO COLLAGE BY KYLE TRAN

SJSU fall sports make historic run
By Brandon Towney &
Kyle Tran

STAFF WRITER & SPORTS EDITOR
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